
 

 

ACT/SAT/COMPASS PLACEMENT 
(Effective Fall 2009) 

Beginning freshmen at Northwestern may be eligible for semester hours of credit on 
the basis of their English and Mathematics American College Test (ACT) and the 
Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) subscores as listed below: 

 
 

 
 

ACT SCORES   PLACEMENT 
English 18- 27   ENGL 1010 
English 28 -31   Credit given for ENGL 1010 
English 32 +   Credit given for ENGL 1010 & 1020 
 
Math 19 – 27   MATH 1020/1810/1100 (check major) 
Math 28 +    Credit given for MATH 1020 
 
SAT-1 SCORES   PLACEMENT 
Verbal 450 – 620   ENGL 1010 
Verbal 630 -710   Credit given for ENGL 1010 
Verbal 720 +   Credit given for ENGL 1010 & 1020 
 
Math 460 – 620   MATH 1020/1810/1100 (check major) 
Math 630 +    Credit given for MATH 1020 
 
COMPASS SCORES  PLACEMENT 
Writing 68 +   ENGL 1010 
 
Pre-Algebra 56 - 94  MATH 1020 
Algebra 36 - 88   MATH 1020 
College Algebra 30 - 66  MATH 1020 
 
Pre-Algebra 95 +   Credit for MATH 1020 
Algebra 89 +   Credit for MATH 1020 
College Algebra 67 +  Credit for MATH 1020 


